Catechist: Bev Lamaro 0409 710 703; Choir: Line Collet 0410 568 103;
Friendship Group: Bev Lamaro 4862 4273; Youth : Alison Collet 0421 660 187;

Pastoral Council: John Sarkis 0400 606 297; St Vincent de Paul: John Ashe 9796 1055;
Childrens Liturgy: Marie El-Chaar 9709 3451; Cemetery Committee: Maureen Vincent 9790 4217;
Sacramental co-ordinator: Gloria Booby 9708 2871; Polish Priests: 8783 0533;

De La Salle Brothers: 9708 2692; St. Felix Primary School: 9796 7875 Lisa Harbrow - Principal;
LaSalle Catholic College: 9793 5600 Mr Michael Egan - Principal;

Archdiocesan Website: www.sydney.catholic.org.au

India Pilgrimage with Fr Thomas

Fr Thomas is leading a pilgrimage to India from 12 September — 2 October, 2016. It will include
Mother Teresa’s place in Kolkata, St Francis Xavier's body in Goa, site of Martyrdom and land place of St
Thomas the Apostle, Marian Shrine of Velankanni, Ashrams of Aurobindo and Bede Griffith, Tomb of the
first Syro Malabar Saint Alphonsa, largest Catholic Oriental Seminary, original tomb of Vasco da Gama,
Diaspora Synagogue in Kochi, Mysore Palace, Dutch Fort, Spice Tour, House Boat, etc. The price
including airfares, transfers, coaches, premium accommodation, breakfast and dinner is only $4750 (twin
share) for 3 weeks. For info and booking Rajesh, Magi Pilgrimages 0385622246, or 0422215855 or
australia@magiholidays.com. Contact Fr Thomas on kurunthanam@gmail.com (flyers avail in the foyer)

Weekend retreat: Enter the Holy Jubilee Year of Mercy
Presenter: Fr Paul Maunder, OCD. Where: Mt Carmel Retreat Centre, 247 St Andrews Road, Varroville,
NSW, 2566. When: January 29 - 31, 2016. Cost: $230 (Concessions apply) Phone: 8795 3400

Life & Family Conference

Presented by Family Life International and Population Research Institute. From 21 - 24 January at
Lake Hume Resort in Albury. Guest speaker’s include Archbishop Julian Porteous, Bishop Cesare
Bonivento, Steve Mosher and many more. Topics covered; Faith & Family, Abortion & Euthanasia, the
Synod on the Family and much more. For information contact, FLI Office 9519 9111
www.fli.org.au mail@fli.org.au

Church Celebration Photos wanted

We are looking for more photos of celebrations taken inside of St Felix Church. Eg; Weddings,
Baptisms, RCIA etc from the past and present to add to our historical display. Please e-mail the Parish
Office or place the photo in a marked envelope with your details so the orlglnal photo may be returned to
you. 3

2016 Centenary Year is here! parte'

Join in an celebrate with Masses and festivities throughout the year..... fﬁU [

. 7th February - Lunar New Year - 10am Mass followed by celebrations, food and drink.

. 17th March - St Patrick’s Day - 7.00pm Mass plus official opening of the Historic Display
in the Presbytery.

. 22nd May - Official Centenary Mass with Archbishop Anthony Fisher - 12.00pm Mass
followed by celebrations, food and drink

@ felix.centenary@outlook.com n www.facebook.com/StFelix100

St Felix deValois Parish
550 Chapel Road, Bankstown, NSW 2200, Australia

Fr. Dominic Van Trung Dinh

Marie Caldareri, Secretary (Tues, Wed, Thurs)

Tel: 9790 1933 Fax 9796 3962
E-mail: admin@stfelixparish.org.au Website: www.stfelixparish.org.au

Mass times: Saturday 6pm (Vigil), Sunday 8am, 10am (Children's Liturgy), 6pm, 1 Aoon (Polish).
Vietnamese Mass: 7 pm 1st Thurs of each month. Saturday Morning Benediction - 7.00am.

Reconciliation: Saturday 4.30-5.30 pm. Or by appointment Rosary: Saturday 8.25am
This week - Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday - 8.00am.

Wednesday - 7.00pm Young Adults Bible Study in Meeting Room, 8.00pm Benediction.

BAPTISMS: Baptism preparations are held on the 1st Sunday of each month after 10am mass in the
presbytery. Baptisms by appointment.
MARRIAGES: Please contact priest at least 6 months prior to wedding date.

SICK CALLS: Anytime. If you know of anyone who needs anointing please ring the presbytery.
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The Baptism of the Lord - C - 10 January 2016
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The Baptism

An old gentleman walked into the fashionable florist shop. “/ want a beautiful
corsage, “ he said, “not a big one, but just about the prettiest one you can make.” He smiled broadly.
“It’s for my granddaughter, and she’s having her first date tomorrow.” The florist was all curious. “How
old is the young lady?” he asked, eyeing his flowers speculatively. “Two weeks old,” replied the
grandfather. The florist turned in utter amazement. “Did you say...a date....a corsage....two weeks
old?”

“Precisely, “ said the old gentleman. “And | want a corsage that’s exactly right. She’ll never have
a more important date than she has tomorrow. My little granddaughter will be baptized.”

Today is the feast of ‘The baptism of the Lord’ which marked the beginning of Jesus’ mission. He
felt the call of the Father to become active as the chosen one he went to John the Baptist for baptism.
John knew exactly who he was and did not seem the need to be anything more or less than that. “A
feeling of expectancy had grown among the people, who were beginning to think that John might be
the Christ, so John declared before them all, ‘| baptize you with water, but someone is coming,
someone who is more powerful than | am and | am not fit to undo the strap of his sandals; he will
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.” Jesus confidently listened well to the Father and reached out
to fulfill his mission, likewise; John the Baptist knew about his role which was to introduce Jesus to
people, he even sent his followers to go with Jesus, and tell others what they should be. At the river of
Jordan, the Spirit was seen in the form of a dove and the Son was affirmed by the Father: “A voice
came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; my favour rests on you.” This affirmation is rested
on each one of us as sons and daughters of the Father when we are baptized with the Holy Spirit. Let
us pray that we may find the strength through our baptism to live out our commitments to follow Jesus
and the call of the father in our everyday living.

Catechism of the Catholic Church

535 Jesus’ public life begins with his baptism by John in the Jordan. John preaches ‘a baptism of
repentance for the forgiveness of sins’. A crowd of sinners — tax collectors and soldiers, Pharisees and
Sadducees, and prostitutes — come to be baptised by him. ‘Then Jesus appears.’ The Baptist
hesitates, but Jesus insists and receives baptism. Then the Holy Spirit, in the form of a dove, come
upon Jesus and a voice from heaven proclaims, ‘This is my Beloved Son.’ This is the manifestation
(Epiphany) of Jesus as Messiah of Israel and Son of God.

This Weekends Readings - Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11; Titus 2:11-14, 3:4-7; Gospel - Luke 3:15-16, 21-22

Mass Intentions: Recent | y DRettyBaughtod, Benito Perantuono; Giuseppe (Joe)
N | Sergi; Maria Chu Thi Nguyet; Joseph On Huu Nghi; Kathleen Wheatley; Gloria Mary Celarc;
\ . Helen Jenkins; Charlie Cassar; George Cassar.

Anni v e rMasdaThuc Trinh Dang; Joseph Binh Chanh Lam; Si Pietro Ha Van Thien;

Patricia Madafiglio.
D e ¢ e a sRheftg; Raymond Carta; Tony Carta; Carmelo Carta; Geytana Carta; Giuse Kevin;
Dominico & Maria
S i clauren (Chris’ grand-daughter); Jason Timbs & Bart Hennely, Dau (Xuan); Maria Nguyen Thi Tuu;
Erlinda Ingaran; Kim Do; Henriette Tam Tinh Lam; Gerard Go; Fred & Shirley Salter.

Next Weekend - 2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year C
Readings: Isaiah 62:1-5; 1Corinthians 12:4-11;  Gospel - John 2:1-11

The Baptism of the Lord. Feast. 10th January

Today the Church celebrates the Solemnity of the Baptism of Our Lord.
This brings to an end the season of Christmas. The Church recalls Our Lord's .
second manifestation or epiphany which occurred on the occasion of His baptism &
in the Jordan. Jesus descended into the River to sanctify its waters and to give &
them the power to beget sons of God. The event takes on the importance of a
second creation in which the entire Trinity intervenes.

In the Eastern Church this feast is called Theophany because at the
baptism of Christ in the River Jordan God appeared in three persons. The
baptism of John was a sort of sacramental preparatory for the Baptism of Christ.
It moved men to sentiments of repentance and induced them to confess their
sins. Christ did not need the baptism of John. Although He appeared in the
"substance of our flesh" and was recognized "outwardly like unto ourselves," He was absolutely sinless
and impeccable. He conferred upon the water the power of the true Baptism which would remove all the
sins of the world: "Behold the Lamb of God, behold Him Who takes away the sin of the world."

Many of the incidents which accompanied Christ's baptism are symbolical of what happened at
our Baptism. At Christ's baptism the Holy Spirit descended upon Him; at our Baptism the Trinity took its
abode in our soul. At His baptism Christ was proclaimed the "Beloved Son" of the Father; at our Baptism
we become the adopted sons of God. At Christ's baptism the heavens were opened; at our Baptism
heaven was opened to us. At His baptism Jesus prayed; after our Baptism we must pray to avoid actual
sin. — Excerpted from Msgr. Rudolph G. Bandas

Altar Society

The 2016 Altar Society roster is available in the Sacristy and can be accessed also on our website.

Altar Society: 17/1/16 Group 3: Ala Pesamino, Samoan Divine Mercy Group, Tram Vu (Florist)

St Vincent de Paul: 17/ 1/ ACkeid 24/ 1/ lddnne Ashe

Prayer for Archbishop Fisher

Shortly before Christmas Archbishop Anthony Fisher OP contracted a gastrointestinal infection
which was subsequently complicated by an immune-related pathology. This was later diagnosed as
Guillain-Barre Syndrome. While the Archbishop is responding well to treatment in St Vincent's
Hospital we are encouraging all Catholics to pray for Archbishop Fisher.

A Prayer to Jesus for Heali g

Lord, look upon Archbishop Fisher with eyes of mercy, may Your healing hand rest upon him, }\ b
may Your life-giving powers flow into every cell of his body and into the depths of his soul, g;?}%
cleansing, purifying, restoring him to wholeness and strength for service in Your Kingdom. Amen. /

Do

Church Cleaners: 1 5 / 1 Chhrbel Karam No Children’s Liturgy: SCHOOL HOLIDAYS

Weekend Choir: Saturday 16/1 - 6pm - St Anne’s Choir
Sunday 17/1- 8am - Singing Servants of God. 10am - St Felix Choir

Readers & Ministers

Baptism: This week, we welcome into the Catholic faith:
Dexter Harrison Michael Nguyen

Antoinette Bao Anh Nguyen
May they always know the love of God and feel His guiding hand throughout their life.

Get your 2016 Parish Calendar celebrating our Centenary.
Out now only $5.00 from the Piety Stall.

Sat 6pm 10 JANUARY gam 10am 6pm
C Kalisiana Mar Mary Buckley Jennifer Nguyen Elias Eltarraf
R Emmanuel Icard Thuy Linh Nguyen Anthony Rowe Veronica Doumit
A Joseph Bui (A) Joseph Cao (A) Thong Tran (A) Thanh Vu (A)
M Emmanuel Icard Mesake Mar J Kovacevic & J Luongo Paul Ngoc
M Koreen Cueto Robyn Molloy B Lamaro Loreto Eduardo

17 JANUARY

C Patrick Abourizk Jeanette Rodrigues Helen Vujevic Anthony Hoang
R Rushna Peter Joseph Dang Jessica Vujevic Ben Saliba
A Tuyen Tran (A) Joseph Cao (A) Anthony Joseph (A) Thanh Vu (A)
M Emmanuel Icard Maria Huong J Chong & Gordon West | Phu Nguyen
M Gloria Booby Robyn Molloy Tu Nguyen Paul Ngoc




